great fabric of civilization which is perpetually being built and repaired. When man began to think and to regulate his aftions, from that point of time onwards his actions have revealed some semblance of conneftedness and continuity, and of deliberate intent to reach a higher level. But even then it cannot be declared with certainty that his aim from that fresh commencement has been consistently to Strive to raise himself to a more exalted State of spiritual existence. The moment such an idea entered his mind was the moment when religion or philosophy was born. From that moment we are on safer ground in inferring that man has been deliberately aiming at building up a better world. There is, however, some danger in taking this too easily for granted. The danger is, that lUogically, though quite naturally, it may further be inferred that all that he is doing tends towards a higher level, and such a conclusion would be utterly false. We see what man is doing, how he is behaving, to what heights of self-devotion and self-sacrifice he can rise under the Stress of adverse circumstances, and to what* depths of beStial degradation he can allow his self-indulgence to drag him down in prosperity. In view of all this it is difficult to believe either that man is always Striving upwards or that something like divine direftion can be traced in all his doings. There is no pessimism in this admission. I only mean that direction is there if he chooses to take it, and that he is not unduly hampered in the exercise of his free will.
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